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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Alder Creck drains a 7.05 square mile (4,512 acre) watershed and is a
tributary to Three Rivers, an important tributary of the Nestucca
River. From its headwaters on the Siuslaw National Forest land,
Alder Creek flows through private timber land and privately owned
pastures. The project's two culverts were a significant fish passage
barrier and their replacement with a much larger aluminum box
culvert restored access to approximately 1 mile of coho habitat, and 2
miles of total salmonid habitat. Additionally, aquatic organism
passage restored access to 14 acres of beaver influenced wetland
habitat including ponds, side channels and alcoves suitable for

BEFORE: The culverts at Alder Creek were prone
to clogging and impeding passage to several
species of native migratory fish.

juvenile rearing,

SPECIES + INFRASTRUCTURE

The Nestucca River is critical spawning and rearing habitat for the
ESA-listed Coastal Coho Salmon, as well as Chinook salmon, Coastal
Cutthroat Trout, Summer and Winter Steelhead, and Pacific and
Western Brook Lamprey.

COMPLETED SOLUTION

The barrier two culverts were replaced with an aluminum box culvert,
sized to accommodate 1.5 times the active channel widch.

- , AFTER: The new bridge provides full volitional
\‘ ‘ | ‘ 1 ”I_ L B= ' f F| é passage to five species of fish, and restores

. ! : ! natural stream processes including transport of
sediment, wood, and high storm flows.

BENEFITS ACHIEVED

e Restores access to two miles of anadromous
fish habitat, including 14 acres of quality juvenile
rearing habitat.

e Improves sediment and large wood transport
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HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP

The Alder Creek project was successfully implemented — with
the collaboration of Salmon SuperHwy partners. Federal and state
agencies, local non-profits, and a willing private landowner combined
technical skills and funding to remove an in-stream barrier and
reconnect high quality spawning and rearing habitat.

The USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service and Nestucca
Neskowin Sand Lake Watersheds Council (NNSLWC) led the
project. The US Forest Service provided surveys, permitting
assistance and oversaw project implementation. The US Fish and
Wildlife Service provided technical assistance, design review and cash
contribution. NNSLWC provided project management, state & local
permitting and contracting. The Oregon Department of Fish &
Wildlife provided technical assistance in project implementation.

PARTNERS

Nestucca, Neskowin, & Sand Lake Watersheds Council,
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, USDA Forest Service, Cascade Pacific

Resource  Conservation and  Development,  Oregon

Department of Fish and Wildlife

COST + FUNDING

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $327,349
NRCS: $196,849 plus $70,000 in kind
USFWS: $10,000

Cascade PRCD: $41,000

USES: $8,000 in kind

ODFW: $1,500 in kind

“The project property was
purchased by the Moersch family for
the purpose of protecting its important
aquatic and riparian habitats. They’re
so happy to have been able to help with
improving fish passage in this reach and

»
the rest of the watershed above.

— Dave Shively, Executive Director
Nestucca, Neskowin, & Sand Lake
Watersheds Council

BEFORE: Aquatic organisms were relocated from
the project area prior to construction.

DURING: The prefabricated aluminum box culvert
was assembled on site.
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